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that Dr.}. I. Guillotin recommended its use to the Constituent Assembly
of France in 1789. In the guillotine a heavily-weighted knife descends
upon the victim's neck, severing the head instantly. Such a method
is obviously mure humane than beheading with an axe, in which the
painlessness or otherwise of the execution depends upon die headsman's
nerves and skill.
The guillotine was not, as is frequently supposed, invented by the
doctor whose name it now bears. It was in use hundreds of years before
the French Revolution, not only on the continent of Europe, but also
in Scotland and England. It was last used in Scotland in 1685, and in
England some thirty or forty years earlier. It was in use in Italy from
the I3th century, and in Germany from about the same time.
AXE   AND   BLOCK
Of other methods of execution beheading with an axe was until
recent times by far the most widely practised. It is frequently used under
the Nazi regime in Germany as a punishment for treason, a word which
has a wider meaning in the Third Reich than in the majority of modern
States.
Beheading was practised by both the Greeks and Romans, among
whom it was regarded as the least disgraceful form of execution.
Likewise in England, where this method was introduced by William
the Conqueror, beheading was looked upon as an honourable means of
death. It was used there from the i2tn till the i8th century, mainly
on noblemen and for the crime of treason.
HURLED   FROM  A   ROCK
The ancient Israelites, among whom a large number of crimes were
punishable by death, practised principally stoning to death and burning.
Drowning was the humanest of several Babylonian methods. Impaling
upon sharpened stakes was a common punishment among the Assyrians,
but they, too, had several alternatives.
In ancient Rome sentence was frequently carried out by hurling the
condemned from the top of the Tarpeian Rock, on the Capitoline Hill.
Crucifixion was, as a rule, only inflicted on those who were not Roman
citizens. The Romans practised flogging extensively, and to be
condemned to receive more than a certain number of lashes was
equivalent to sentence of death, because this punishment was
administered with little regard to the health of the victim.
Under Roman law a man convicted of the killing of his father
was sewn up in a sack with an ape, a dog, a cock and a viper, and then
$browa into deep water, A somewhat similar method was to throw the
irictim Into a pond full of large eels.
Years before the Declaration of American Independence was
i&lopt&d by die united colonies in 1776, the New England States made
sucfa reforms in the criminal code they had inherited from Great Britaifi
that k was in many respects among the most humane in the world. Q&e